
Insha-i-Darab 

Persian Heritage of Kashmir- Celebrating Kashmir’s Cultural Legacy 

 

About Khwaja Mohammad Amin Darab 

Born: 1308AH/ 1890-91CE                                                 Died: 1979 CE    Buried: Khywan, Narwara   

Born in Narwara, Srinagar, Darab belonged to a prominent Kashmiri family of traders and landowners: 

the Drabus. Darab’s lifelong interest in the Kashmir’s contribution to Persian adab is best 

highlighted in his meticulous documentation of the works of one of Kashmir’s greatest 

Persianate poets, Ghani Kashmiri. Published in 1980 under the title “Diwan-i Ghani”, the 

volume reflects Darab’s desire to preserve and promote this historical link between Kashmir 

the land and Persian the language. He also worked on preparing an edition of Baba Dawood 

Khakhi’s, QasidayahLamiyah, which unfortunately remained unrealized. Aside from his 

poetry, Darab was also a respected calligrapher, some of his handwritten rukas show his 

command in the nastaliq script. 

About the Exhibition: 

To revive Persian language in Kashmir Valley, manuscripts of the last Persian Poet of Kashmir: 

Khwaja Mohammad Amin Darab were put on display. 

 

An exhibition on Persian manuscripts, which are written by Khwaja Muhammad Amin Darab, 

a poet, chronogram writer and a calligrapher in Srinagar has put a spotlight on the fast-fading 

language in Kashmir. Around 73 rare manuscripts, including 11 books, written by Darab have 

been put on display at the Amar Singh Club in Srinagar. 

 

This exhibition was an invitation to individuals and families across the geography to preserve 

and share their family archives. 

You Tube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZ2N5BdYod8 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZITCwHnxg-Q 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7dSFJKEVlYQ&t=12s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l-QrfUGeBZo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o6EwBODVKVs 

https://youtu.be/8idsOa3OTIU 

https://youtu.be/FjfJx9DaGXU 

 

Social Media 

https://www.facebook.com/100063552357076/posts/572324858229254/?flite=scwspnss&mibextid=4

6fIj8dA5Sul6K9q 

https://www.instagram.com/reel/Ck8VvwwDOAb/?igshid=MDJmNzVkMjY= 
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https://fb.watch/gS_LCmaxm1/ 

Newspaper 

https://www.greaterkashmir.com/city/insha-i-darab-in-search-of-persian-legacy-in-kashmir 

https://www.pressreader.com/ 

https://theprint.in/india/insha-e-darab-a-celebration-of-kashmirs-glorious-heritage/1226964/ 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/lifestyle/art-culture/inshaedarab-a-celebration-of-kashmir-s-

illustrious-and-rich-heritage-101669022382687.html 

https://kashmirreader.com/2022/11/21/centuries-old-manuscripts-and-published-books-in-my-

ancestral-library/ 
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